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PLANT  QUARANTINES  - 
PROTECTION  FOR  AMERICA'S  RESO 
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More  fhan  27  miffion  vehic/es  enfer  the  United  States  from  Mexico  each  year.  In 
these  vehicles  may  be  baggage  containing  such  plant  pests  as  the  injurious  fruit  flies, 
which  can  hide  in  a  perfect— looking  tropical  fruit;  the  pink  bollworm,  which  can 
come  in  with  a  cotton  boll  or  in  cottonseed;  and  many  other  insects  and  diseases  that 
could  attack  our  crops  and  ornamentals.  BN-22751 

The  job  of  defending  our  agricultural  resources  against  foreign 
plant  diseases  and  insects  grows  bigger  and  more  complex  each  year 
— because  of  the  increasing  volume  of  travel  and  trade.  And  trav- 
elers' baggage  provides  a  major  way  for  plant  pests  to  invade  the 
country. 

An  estimated  178  million  people,  including  regular  commuters 
from  Mexico  and  Canada,  now  enter  the  United  States  annually. 
They  bring  with  them  more  than  32  million  pieces  of  baggage — all 
potential  carriers  of  plant  pests,  which  can  hide  on  innocent-looking 
plants,  fruits,  and  souvenirs  made  of  agricultural  materials. 

Keeping  these  plant  pests  out  of  the  country  is  the  duty  of  the 
Plant  Quarantine  Division  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Highly  trained  inspectors  at  more  than 
70  seaports,  international  airports,  and  border  crossings  examine 
baggage,  cargo,  stores,  and  mail  for  materials  that  might  conceal 
hitchhiking  pests. 

Plant  pests  take  a  toll  of  about  $7  billion  a  year  in  damage  to 
U.  S.  crops,  forests,  and  ornamental  plants.  Many  of  these  pests  are 
not  native  to  this  country;  they  entered  from  abroad  before  plant 
quarantine  regulations  were  enacted.  The  gypsy  moth,  stem  rust 
fungus,  hessian  fly,  boll  weevil,  European  corn  borer,  and  alfalfa 
weevil  are  a  few  illustrations. 

Working  with  other  Government  inspectors  on  the  Mexican  border,  plant  quarantine 
inspectors  examine  baggage  and  parcels  belonging  to  passengers  and  pedestrians 
crossing  info  the  United  States.  No  amount  of  plant  material  or  fruit  is  too  small  to 
pose  a  national  threat — just  one  wormy  fruit  can  start  an  infestation  that  could 
require  years  and  millions  of  dollars  to  eradicate.  N-6820 
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The  Mediterranean  fruit  fly-intercepted  21 1  times 
last  year-succeeded  ,n  establishing  itself  in  Florida  as 
recently  as  1956.  This  destructive  fruit  and  vegetable 
P6St  er,adlcated  in  a  State-Federal  program  that 
cost  $10  million  and  required  extensive  aerial  spraying. 

Commercial  shipments  of  plants  and  plant  materials 
move  through  a  system  of  permits,  inspection,  and 
treatment  (if  necessary)  to  eliminate  the  danger  of 
introducing  foreign  pests.  Travelers'  baggage  presents 
a  more  difficult  problem.  Damaging  plant  pests  can 
lurk  in  a  tropical  fruit  or  vegetable,  souvenir  toys 
stuffed  with  foreign  cotton  or  straw,  a  beautiful  lei,  or 
a  gardenia  corsage. 

Plant  quarantine  inspectors  are  our  first  line  of  de- 
fense against  foreign  plant  pests.  Full  cooperation  by 
informed  travelers  is  the  second  line  of  defense. 
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Magazines  and  newspapers  may  obtain  glossy  prints  of  these 
photographs  in  any  size  up  to  6x10  from  the  Photography 
Division,  Office  of  Information,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C.  20250.  Others  may  purchase  prints  In  any 
size  from  the  same  address.  Prints  in  6x10  size  are  $1.15  each. 
Specify  title  and  number  of  this  publication. 


Baggage   is   inspected   before   air  passengers  deport  for  (fte 
Continental    United    States    from    Hawaii,    Puerto    fiieo,  Bormudo, 
and  the  Bahamas,   luggage  inipocted  and  cloarod  does  not  ha 
f0  be  re— inspected  upon  arrival  in  the  U.  S. 
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Th/i  souvenir — a  llvo  boof/o  with  /owo/i  glued  to  lit  bath—may  bo 
bought  In  Mexico  and  worn  at  a  "living  brooch."  U.S.  visitors  can't  bring 
/owefed  fcool/es  homo  with  them,  howovor,  boeauio  /mporfollon  of  living 
insects  /l  restricted  to  protect  U.S.  crops,  forests,  and  ornan 
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Nursery  plants  are  being  prepared  for  treatment  in  a  fumigation  chamber.  Treatments, 
which  also  include  hot  water  and  chemical  dips,  are  selected  to  kill  the  pest  without  dam- 
aging the  material  itself.  BN-22753 


This  hitchhiking  bug,  a  symbol  used  by  the  Plant 
Quarantine  Division  on  publications,  posters,  and 
television,  reminds  travelers  that  innocent— looking 
fruits,  plants,  and  souvenirs  can  carry  plant  pests 
into  the  United  States.  Prospective  travelers  should 
obtain  advance  information  and  permits  from  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  before  bringing  plant 
materials  from  foreign  countries.  They  should  de- 
clare all  such  materials  to  inspectors  at  ports  of 
entry  when   they  return   to  the  United  States. 
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